Interchangeis designed
to provide NYSATSB
members up to date
information about traffic
safety and injury
prevention programs
across the state. We
invite you to share your
knowledge, resources,
and ideas with usWe
want to hear from you
about the current
traffic safety issues
facing your community
and the strategies you
have implemented to
address them All
submissions can be
e-mailed to
info@nysatsb.com and
should be in text format
with any pictures or
graphics attached in a
PDF.format.

A MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT

Hello again and
welcome to spring!
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We and the public are
beginning to plan our |
summer travels and
activities.

| am proud to say that
our organization is
ready to spread the
traffic safety message
thanks to the efforts of
our members, both new
and old. Our
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driving enforcement, and
passenger and
trian safety. During the

membership continues tc coming months we

grow with many new
public and corporate
members. With our
continued expanded
network we will

continue to be leaders in
the field of traffic safety
initiatives.

Having attended the
LifeSavers Conference |

should discuss these
items, and pursue those
ideas which we as an
association feel are
needed in our state.

This year our standing

committees began to look

at programs which could
be held statewide, and
many well conceived

can assure you that there ideas were put forth. Our

are many new advances
in programs, legislation
and technology. To
name a few would be
traffic enforcement

Youth committee has
been working extremely
hard putting together and
promoting the “Save
Your Friend’s Life Over

camera systems, vehicle the Airwaves” public ser-

backing sensors/camera,

crash avoidance

vice announcement con-
test. Judging by the

systems, speed/impaired amount of mail the com-

\g\commlttee GREAT JOB

/ schedule | can appreciatsg

pedes-

mittee has received to
date I'd say selecting a
finalist will be difficult.
To all serving on the

the strains for balancing
work, family and friends,
with your pursuit of that
of this association. | am
thankful for all of our
members and especially
the hard work and
support of our board
members and regional
vice-president. | have
also rededicated my
efforts to do all | can for
our association and traffig
safety efforts.

In the coming weeks,
please think about and
discuss locally what
efforts you would like
our association to
consider for future
endeavors.

Safe Journeys!

Patrick Carroll
President




Another Major Step in Getting Safe Routes to

School

By Jim Growney, FHWA
New York Division Office

The concept and practice of
providing safer walking and
cycling routes to schools for our
country’s school age children has
been around for several years.
Numerous local, regional and
statewide programs have been
established to identify, evaluate
and fund route and facilities
improvements as well as
educational and enforcement
activities for the health and safety
of our nation’s school children.

Through a ground swell of support,
the Congress passed and the
President signed into law in 2005
national legislation known as
SAFETEA-LU which provides an
avenue of funding and
organizational structure strictly
directed towards a Safe Routes to

School (SRTS) program.

This broad-scale program is
intended to enable and encourage
children in grades K-8 to walk and
bicycle to school. It seeks to make
walking and bicycling a more
appealing transportation alternative
while encouraging a healthy and
active lifestyle. Both infrastructure
and non-infrastructure activities are
eligible for this program.

By law, the NYSDOT will
administer this 100% Federally
funded program in NYS. It will
develop and implement application
procedures to solicit and select
projects for funding. The NYSDOT
has recently named Dwight
Cunningham as their SRTS State
Coordinator. Dwight will work for
Eric Ophart, the NYS Pedestrian
and Bicycle coordinator and the
previous Interim SRTS Coordinator.

More Information About SRTS

According to the Federal Highway
Administration, the SRTS Program
(SRTS) was created with a purpose
to:

(1) enable and encourage children,
including those with disabilities, to
walk and bicycle to school;

(2) make bicycling and walking to
school a safer and more appealing
transportation alternative, thereby
encouraging a healthy and active
lifestyle from an early age; and

(3) facilitate the planning,
development, and implementation of
projects and activities that will
improve safety and reduce traffic,

fuel consumption, and air pollution in
the vicinity of schools. FHWA
recommends that SRTS efforts
incorporate — directly or indirectly —
the4 E’s:

Engineering- Creating operational
and physical improvements to the
infrastructure surrounding schools
that reduce speeds and potential
conflicts with motor vehicle traffic,
and establish safer and fully
accessible crossings, walkways, trails
and bikeways.

Education- Teaching children about
the broad range of transportation
choices, instructing them in important
lifelong bicycling and walking safety
skills, and launching driver safety

All information currently available
on FHWA'’s SRTS program
including comprehensive program
guidance, eligible projects/activities
recipients and resources for help
may be found at the Internet web
site: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/

campaigns in the vicinity of schools.

Enforcement- Partnering with local
law enforcement to ensure traffic lawg
are obeyed in the vicinity of schools
(this includes enforcement of speeds,
yielding to pedestrians in crossings ,
and proper walking and bicycling
behaviors), and initiating community
enforcement such as crossing guard
programs.

Encouragement Using events and

activities to promote walking and
bicycling.

For more informationhttp://
safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/
index.htm




How many times have you jumped

how high the seat is, no driver is

in your vehicle and backed out of a immune to the dangers of blind

parking space, or even your own
driveway, without walking around
your vehicle? If you are like the
majority of people the answer
would be “many times”.

Now think about the following
statistic...one child is killed every
week by a back over accident in
the United States, and most of
these accidents are

happening in their own
driveway. Children are being
seriously injured or killed
because drivers do not see
them while backing up, and
according to statistics more
often than not, it is the

child’s own mother or father
behind the wheel. The term

is called “Back Over

Accidents” and the numbers

are growing each year.

One reason behind the

increase in these accidents is

the popularity of SUV’s and

larger vehicles. As these

vehicles increase in size, so

does the blind spot directly

behind the car or truck. In addition

spots completely.

There are many gadgets on the
market today to help with blind

spots. Some of the most common

tell us when they could see the first
child and or cone. The average
distance for drivers was 14 feet, 6
inches. The distance, and the fact
they could not see behind the SUV,
astounded parents. Once they
walked around to see how many

options are rear-sensors or cameras kids could potentially be behind the

that either beep or visually show
you objects behind the vehicle.
These all come at a cost, but a
child’s life is worth any expense!

vehicle, most just stood there in

amazement. We had several

comments from parents stating they

never would have thought about the
blind spot directly behind the
SUV or the potential danger
that can come from driving an
SUV. Several parents stated
they had only heard how safe
SUV’s were, nothing about the
dangers.

Since our presentation we had
had several calls from outside
agencies to come and do the
simulation again for parents
and community members. We
are also building a second
display to create a more
realistic look, including
headrests and back seats.

to the quick, unpredictable actions So next time you go to get into your Submitted by:

vehicle, remember a child could be Sherri Carrow

near by. Take that extra second to Data Manager/Public Projects
walk around you vehicle and make Assistant

of toddlers, having a blind spot of
12-30 feet behind your vehicle is
an invitation for disaster.

The blind spot in a vehicle will be
determined by many factors,
including the driver’s height and
size of vehicle. According to a
study done with an average driver
by Kids in Cars, the blind spot
behind a Toyota Camry measured
19 feet, 4 inches and a Chevy
Suburban measured 23 feet, 6
inches. While blind spots vary
according to a person’s height and

sure it is clear.

Cortland County Health Department
60 Central Ave., Rm. B-25

We did the following simulation at a Cortland, NY 13045

“Kidsville” Fair in Cortland County

(P) 607-758-5524

on April 8th, 2006. We constructed (F) 607-756-3419

the backside of an SUV using
average height measurements.
Participants sit on the stool, like

Email: scarrow@cortland-co.org

they were driving a vehicle, and are
able to adjust the rear-view mirror
as they would while they are
driving. They were then asked to
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Onondaga County SHAPE Program

Submitted by Ann Barnett, Public Enforcement 8HAPE) Program in ~ The volunteer base is critical to the

Health Educator 1989. Originally, the program success of the program. To qualify
mission was to enforce the reserved, as a SHAPE volunteer, applicants

New York State Governor, George accessible parking and fire lane laws must meet certain criteria

Pataki, signed legislation to and ordinances in Onondaga County established by the Onondaga County

strengthen enforcement of existing by means of community volunteers. Sheriff's Office. These selected

accessible parking laws in an effort In response to the recent legislation, individuals go through a Sheriff's

to improve disabled individuals the Sheriff's Office initiated the Office Parking Enforcement Officer
access to parking. This law became education and advocacy services of Classroom Training, are sworn in by
effective on April 1, 2000. The the Onondaga County Health the Sheriff, given a Sheriff ID,
legislation creates an incentive for Department to provide a part-time  badge, SHAPE vest, and go out for
enforcement of handicapped Public Health Educator for the field training with a experienced
parking laws and public education SHAPE Program. SHAPE member.

about these laws by imposing
mandatory surcharges. Part of the The SHAPE Program has proven to The Onondaga County Sheriff's

surcharge is paid to the law be a cost-effective way to be Office offers a website, which
enforcement agency that writes the responsive to the accessible parking allows the public to get answers to
citation and part of the charge goes problems throughout the county. accessible parking questions,

to the county in which the violation The SHAPE Program continues to  SHAPE volunteer information, and
occurred. The portion of operate with community volunteers. report accessible parking
surcharges paid to the county, are complaints. For further information,
placed in a county handicapped contact Ann Barnett, Public Health
parking education fund. The fund Educator at Onondaga County

is used to provide education, Health Department at 315-435-328(
advocacy, and increased awarenes or visit www.ongov.net/Sheriff/

of handicapped parking laws. SHAPE

The Onondaga County Sheriff's Remember...be parking consideratg!

Office proactively created the
SHeriff's AccessibldParking

“Halfway There” Makes Second Appearance

By Janine Schultz, Conference alcohol treatment center where they than two week’s notice. In sharing

Coordinator of the Annual NY learn to confront the underlying this with conference planning
Highway Safety Conference feelings that are the root causes of committee members, Pamela
their respective addictions. Little by Wanning located a school at STOP-
If you missed the production of little the audience sees each person DWI Coordinator John Miller’s
“Halfway There” presented by the learn to deal with problems, develop suggestion. This school for court-
Periwinkle National Theatre self-esteem, reach out to each other placed troubled youth was grateful
Production at the 2004 Annual NY and ultimately reclaim their lives--  to accept this free performance.
Highway Safety Conference without dependency on alcohol or
in Binghamton, you missed a drugs. It just goes to show you that you
stunning performance. never know what to expect when
Periwinkle’s general manager called you attend an Annual New York
“Halfway There” is about five me in March to offer a free Highway Conference. For
teenagers from diverse performance valued at $2150 to information on this year's

backgrounds who meet in a drug/ identify a school to accept it on less conference, visit www.itsmr.org.




The 2005 New York Law Enforcement Challenge winveese announced on April 25, 2006 at the
Empire State Law Enforcement Traffic Safety Confiese
Congratulations to:

Town of Camillus Police Department
Best in Staté&ward Winner

Other State Winners

Suffolk County Police Department - First Place 1 0% more officer category
City of White Plains Police Department - First Rlacl26 - 300 officer category
Cornell University Police Department - First Pla@s - 50 officer category
City of Fulton Police Department - Second Placé - 80 officer category
City of Corning Police Department - First Placel--125 officer category
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Breakthrough Research on Real-World Driver Behavior

Contact: Elly Martin, NHTSA
Telephone: (202) 366-9550

» The most common distraction for drivers is the use of cel
phones. However, the number of crashes and near-crashes
attributable to dialing is nearly identical to the number eiased
Driver inattention is the leading factor in most crashes with talking or listening. Dialing is more dangerous boturs
and near-crashes, according to a landmark research re less often than talking or listening.

released today by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and the Virginia Tech
Transportation Institute (VTTI).

» Reaching for a moving object increased the risk of a cnash o

near-crash by 9 times; looking at an external object byirBest

reading by 3 times; applying makeup by 3 times; dialing a-an

Nearly 80 percent of crashes and 65 percent of held device (typically a cell phone) by almost 3 times; arkinigl

near-crashes involved some form of driver inattention or listening on a hand-held device by 1.3 times.

within three seconds before the event. Primary causes

driver inattention are distracting activities, such as cell « Drivers who engage frequently in distracting activitiesraoee

phone use, and drowsiness. likely to be involved in an inattention-related crash omr+weash.
However, drivers are often unable to predict when i&is ®©

The 100-Car Naturalistic Driving Study tracked the look away from the road to multi-task because the situaaon

behavior of the drivers of 100 vehicles equipped with  change abruptly leaving the driver no time to react even when

video and sensor devices for more than one year. Durir looking away from the forward roadway for only a briefiéi.

that time, the vehicles were driven nearly 2,000,000

miles, yielding 42,300 hours of data. The 241 drivers of The 100-Car Study and its follow-on analysis were amspred

the vehicles were involved in 82 crashes, 761 near by NHTSA, the Virginia Transportation Research Counci (th

crashes, and 8,295 critical incidents. research division of the Virginia Department of Transgtan)
and Virginia Tech.

A follow-on analysis to the 100-Car Study has also bee

released. Focused on the types of driver inattention anc The background and results of both studies are available on

their associated risk, key findings include: NHTSA’s website under Research and Developmenhttgat/
www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/departments/nrd-13/

» Drowsiness is a significant problem that increases a newDriverDistraction.html

driver’s risk of a crash or near-crash by at least a factor

four. But drowsy driving may be significantly

under-reported in police crash investigations.

Traffic Safety Resources

AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety
American Traffic Safety Services Association

www.aaafoundation.org
www.atssa.com

Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute

Cornell University

DriveHomeSafe.com

Federal Highway Administration
Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee
Insurance Institute for Traffic Safety
League of American Bicyclists

Most of Us Traffic Safety Resource Center
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
National Safety Council

National Transportation Safety Board

NY Bicycling Coalition

NYS Thruway Authority

Operation Lifesaver

Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center
Pupil Transportation Safety Institute

Safe Kids Worldwide

Transportation Alternatives

UNC Highway Safety Research Center

www.helmets.org
www.bike.cornell.edu
www.drivehomesafe.com
www.fhwa.dot.gov
www.safeny.com
www.hwysafety.org
www.bikeleague.org
http://trafficsafety.mostofus.org
www.nhtsa.dot.gov
WWW.NSC.0rg
www.ntsb.gov
www.nybc.net
www.thruway.state.ny.us

www.oli.org
www.bicyclinginfo.org

www. ptsi.org

www.safekids.org

www.transalt.org
www.hsrc.unc.edu/pubinfo/publicinfo.htm




New York State
Association of Traffic
Safety Boards

1436 Altamont Avenue.
PMB 300
Schenectady, New York
12303

NAME

NYSATSB EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President
Patrick Carroll

Vice President
Karen Liddle

Regional Vice Presidents

Region 1
Joanne McGarry

Region 2
Vince Bellino

Region 3
Robert Monestano

Region 4
Richard A. Pearson Sr.

Treasurer
Laura M. Madelone

Secretary
Bill VanAlstyne

Region 5
Debbie K. Kogut

Region 6
Lucas Davis

Region 7
Sal Trentanelli

Region 8
Tom Beachy

NYSATSB Membership Application Form

Please check one: [ ] $ 75.00 Individual/ Non-Prdfi
[]19$ 100.00 Corporation

TITLE

AFFILIATION

ADDRESS

CITY/TOWN

STATE

ZIP

PHONE

FAX

E-MAIL

Send check or money order to:
NYSATSB
1436 Altamont Avenue.
PMB 300
Schenectady, New York 12303




