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Interchange is designed 
to provide NYSATSB       
members up to date   

information about traffic 
safety and injury         

prevention programs 
across the state.  We   

invite you to share your 
knowledge, resources, 
and ideas with us.  We 
want to hear from you 

about the current     
traffic safety issues fac-

ing your community 
and the strategies you 
have implemented to        

address them.  All     
submissions can be         

e-mailed to   
info@nysatsb.com and 
should be in text format 

with any pictures or   
graphics attached in a 

PDF.format. 
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Dear Members &   
Conference          
Participants: 
 
As we approach and 
begin to plan for 
2007, we need to take 
time look back and 
reflect on both the 
positive and tragic 
events that we have 
experienced in 2006. 
 
I would like to suggest 
to you as a potential   
focus three areas that are 
taking lives on our   
highways:  pedestrian 
crossing safety, police 
officer roadside safety 
during a traffic stop, and 
motorcycle awareness 
programs.  Each of these 
areas have seen tragic 
deaths, from pedestrians 
struck in crosswalks to 
police officers struck 
while conducting     
roadside vehicle stops to 
motorcyclist involved in      
intersecting collisions 

 
We, as the traffic safety 
community of New 
York State can learn & 
improve from each 
other. Using the 3 E’s, 

(Education, Engineering, 
& Enforcement) many of 
you have had great     
successes in new ways of 
planning & presenting. 
Please consider sharing 
your thoughts here in a 
future addition of  the      
Interchange. 

 
Positive items included; 
ethnic diversity focused 
on our traffic safety   
educational programs & 
messages. This group has 
made progress in         
addressing items such as 
language & custom     
barriers that can affect 
the way a message is    
received. 

 
Another example is the 
“Save Your Friends Life 

Over the Airwaves”    
program. This program 
that was developed and 
held for the first time 
was an overwhelming 
success. The work   
completed by the com-
mittee speaks for itself! 

 
Additional Traffic 
Safety messages, shown 
during prime viewing 
hours, have included 

vehicle manufacturers 
such as Volkswagen & 
Honda. These show the 
devastation and benefits 
of crash protection      
devices. 

 
During the coming weeks 
please take time to     
consider these and other 
topics for our 2007 traffic 
safety events and actions. 

 
Safe Journeys, 

 
Patrick Carroll 
President 
NYSATSB 
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Getting the Most Out of the NY Highway Safety 
Conference 
While attending the New York      
Highway Safety Conference, you are 
encouraged to contribute and make 
the most of this learning opportunity. 
It is important to ask questions,   
interact with others, and share your 
knowledge and experience. Take the 
opportunity to explore the program 
of activities and take full advantage 
of all the Conference has to offer.  
 
Attending this Conference is a    
valuable investment in your future. It 
will increase your expertise. It will 
increase your personal efficacy,   
ability to mobilize resources to     
accomplish productive work, and 
shape the environment. The         
following information from Time 
Management Made Easy by Turla 
and Hawkins, plus other helpful 
hints, will help you maximize the 
use of your time, and gains in skills 
and knowledge.  
 
1.   Plan Ahead—Give people at 
work the phone number of the hotel 
where the Conference will be held. 
Tell them that unless you hear      
otherwise, you will assume things 
are running smoothly and you won’t 
call the office. They will appreciate 
your vote of confidence, and they’ll 
know where to reach you if        
problems do arise.   Anticipate what    
people will need from you and leave 
the information with the person who 
is covering for you.    Consider     
giving people more authority while 
you’re away in order to lighten your 
workload when you return.  
 
2.   Bring a Supply of Business 
Cards with You—During the 
course of each day, exchange      
business cards with other attendees. 
The contacts you make at a          
conference can be mutually         
rewarding for years to come. On the 

back of each card you receive, jot a 
note to yourself regarding the topics 
discussed with that person.   
 
3.   Come with Your Personal and 
Organization’s Vision, Mission, 
Goals, and Objectives in Mind—Do 
you want to learn a new subject? Take 
a refresher course? Refine skills you 
already have? Make business        
contacts? Become acquainted with 
new technologies, strategies, and             
techniques? Having goals will help 
you focus on what you want to get out 
of the Conference.  Make sure to visit 
the poster sessions on.  Poster           
sessions  allow everyone at the           
Conference to review and ask       
questions regarding that session. 
 
4.   Be on Time for Opening      
Comments—This is the time when 
the speaker gives an overview of the     
presentation. It gives you some sense 
for the style and focus of the             
presentation and mentally prepares 
you for the information. Better yet, 
come in a little early and chat with 
other attendees (have your business 
card available here).  
 
5.   Get involved—Take notes. They 
will help you remember ideas. Ask 
questions. The Conference is only a 
success when it meets your needs and 
answers your questions. Share your 
experience, which can help you         
understand what you are learning.     
Others in the audience also may    
benefit by hearing another viewpoint. 
You also can bring information     
regarding your program and make it 
available in the Resource Room, so 
others can learn about your program. 
 
6.   Make Valuable Contacts—Be 
sure to introduce yourself and talk 
with as many other participants as 
possible. You can explore similar   

interests and challenges. Have lunch 
with others at the Conference.  Take 
advantage of opportunities to meet 
socially with    others or gather a 
group of people and go out to dinner.  
 
7.   Bring a highlighter—Plan to 
spend at least 30 minutes of quiet time 
with the program booklet and other 
materials you receive at check in. 
Highlight those sessions that you want 
to attend and exhibits you want to 
visit. Organize handouts and other key 
information during the Conference for 
ready reference after you get back to 
your home base. 
 
8.   Fill Out an Evaluation Form—
Give recommendations for changes in 
the Conference. Be specific. Give     
positive feedback and tell what was 
useful. This helps next year's Planning 
Committee maintain excellence and 
relevance of the programs.  
 
9.   Follow Through—Share what 
you learned when you are back at 
work. Sharing will increase your    
personal   efficacy because it          
empowers others by increasing their 
expertise. It will help you shape the 
environment and mobilize resources 
of your organization. Develop an    
action plan to apply the new ideas you 
learned. Also, review your notes and 
handouts you received.  
 
10.  Keep in Touch—Remember the 
business contacts you made. Send 
follow-up notes. Keep your network 
of colleagues current and active.  
 
11.  HAVE FUN! 



AN INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO 
ENFORCEMENT & EDUCATION 
In April 2006 the Town of 
Manlius Police Department, in 
response to results of the annual 
citizen satisfaction survey       
conducted by Syracuse            
University, restructured and     
refocused their efforts regarding 
traffic enforcement and        
awareness. The survey reported 
rising public concern regarding 
traffic issues, and as a result a 
case-by-case study of all         
accidents occurring within the 
Town of Manlius in the past three 
years was conducted. Information 
was obtained regarding time,  
location, and causes of all       
reported accidents. Once the    
information was analyzed,        
roadways having the highest 
number of accidents were       
identified as “Aggressive Driving 
Enforcement Zones,” and a    
public information campaign  
began.  In cooperation with the 
New York State Department of 
Transportation, electronic display 
boards advising motorists they 
were entering an “Aggressive 
Driving Enforcement Zone” were 
placed on these roadways. The 
news media was contacted, press 
releases were issued, and live   
interviews were conducted in an 
effort to educate and gain the 
willing cooperation of the public. 
 
A week after the informational/ 
educational phase, the department 
began its enforcement effort.  The 
campaign was focused on the  
enforcement of violations found 
to be primary causes of accidents 
from the case study.  These      
violations proved to be the type 

associated with aggressive driving, 
such as speeding, unsafe lane 
change, and tailgating. The first 
targeted roadways were NYS 
Route 5 and NYS Route 92.  This 
initial campaign lasted for seven 
days, and 208 citations were      
issued. Along with infractions of 
the vehicle and traffic law, the   
following arrests were made: six 
aggravated unlicensed operation of 
a motor vehicle arrests, two     
driving while intoxicated arrests, 
and three arrests for criminal    
possession of a weapon (handgun).  
Subsequently, public comment 
regarding the media coverage and 
New York State DOT billboards 
indicated an increased awareness 
by motorists and homeowners on 
the targeted roadways. 
 
The combination of a strong    
public information campaign and 
an aggressive enforcement effort 
enabled the department to lower 
accidents by 20% in comparison to 

the last three years.  The             
aggressive driving campaign 
which began in May of this year 
has lowered accidents occurring on 
roadways within the town 52% 
from May 2005 to May 2006---this 
with only one week of aggressive 
traffic enforcement.  The same   
results were repeated in June with 
a decrease in accidents of 54% and 
again in July with a reduction of 
53%.  August saw 45% fewer    
accidents than August of the past 
year. The total number of           
accidents investigated has         
decreased by over 160 from     
September 2005 to September 
2006. 
 
Officer Jeff Peckins 
Traffic Unit Coordinator 
Town of Manlius Police             
Department 
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CNN FEATURES ILLEGAL SCHOOL BUS 
PASSING  
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CNN’s “Paula Zahn Now” news 
hour recently featured a special 
report by correspondent Greg 
Hunter about the national problem 
of illegal passing of school buses. 
 
The story was set in Longwood 
school District in Suffolk County, 
although a major story line came 
out of St. Louis where a young 
child had been killed by a passing 
motorist. 
 
CNN wired a school bus that ran 
its routes on the morning of March 
28th and over the course of its 
routes three tickets were written for 
individuals who had illegally 
passed that school bus.  There was 
also one intersection at which 6-7 
vehicles passed the school bus but 
traffic prohibited the County police 
officer from picking them up. 
 

Illegal passing of school buses is a 
major highway safety problem in 
New York.  It is estimated that some 
50,000 incidents occur each day.  In 
May 2004, 7-year old Mallory Eddy 
was killed when a car passed her 
school bus on the right side while 
she was stepping off the bus to go 
home.   In June 2006, a car struck 
and killed Chana Freedenberg as it 
passed her stopped school bus while 
Chana crossed the street to board.  
Countless times each day motorists 
ignore the flashing red lights despite 
that provisions of Section 1174 of 
the V&T law that the lights are a 
signal for motorists to STOP! 
 
CNN’s Greg Hunter spoke recently 
at the annual Conference of the New 
York Association for Pupil       
Transportation and challenged 
NYAPT to find ways to assemble 
data that demonstrates the extent 

and  seriousness of the problem. 
 
NYAPT is a partner with the GTSC 
in conducting the Operation Safe 
Stop program which engages law 
enforcement officials and school 
transportation administrators in    
efforts to educate the public as well 
as to enforce Section 1174. 
 
So remember: when you see a     
yellow school bus stopped with its 
red lights flashing (and STOP arm 
extended) – please STOP!  A child’s 
life is at stake! 
 
(To learn more about Operation Safe 
Stop or to receive copies of the 
CNN story, contactr NYAPT       
Executive Director, Peter Mannella, 
at nyapt-pfm@nycap.rr.com.) 

In Nassau County recently 
launched “ Driving in the Safe 
Lane” to reduce teen crashes. With 
grant funds from the Allstate   
Foundation, the Community Parent 
Center of the Bellmore-Merrick 
communities and the Nassau     
Pediatric Society are targeting   
parents and teens to provide      
information needed to reduce the 
risks new young drivers face. 
 
These mandatory evening          
programs, (for which high school 
juniors and/or seniors receive   
campus parking privileges or other 
incentives by attending), highlight 
the important issues by: 
· Addressing safety measures 
and recommending parental      

guidelines that reinforce these   
measures 
· Reviewing state driving laws 
and parental liability. 
· Providing information about 
risky behaviors and adolescent    
development. 
· Discussing automobile          
insurance options for teenage     
drivers. (The program does not    
endorse any specific insurance 
agency). 
 
Distributing informational packets 
promoting safe driving, including 
a summary of the NYS Graduated 
Licensure Law, tips for parents, 
and a sample parent-teen driving 
contract. 

The hour-long session is conducted 
by a pediatrician who is an injury 
prevention specialist, a police      
officer, and an insurance agent. 
 
The workshops have already 
reached over 600 families in the 
three Bellmore-Merrick (Long    
Island) high schools and will be   
offered to all the Nassau County    
public, private, and parochial 
schools in the future. 

Driving in the Safe Lane 



AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety    www.aaafoundation.org 
American Traffic Safety Services Association  www.atssa.com 
Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute    www.helmets.org 
Cornell University     www.bike.cornell.edu 
DriveHomeSafe.com     www.drivehomesafe.com 
Federal Highway Administration    www.fhwa.dot.gov 
Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee   www.safeny.com 
Insurance Institute for Traffic Safety   www.hwysafety.org 
League of American Bicyclists    www.bikeleague.org 
Most of Us Traffic Safety Resource Center   http://trafficsafety.mostofus.org  
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  www.nhtsa.dot.gov 
National Safety Council     www.nsc.org 
National Transportation Safety Board   www.ntsb.gov 
NY Bicycling Coalition     www.nybc.net 
NYS Thruway Authority      www.thruway.state.ny.us 
Operation Lifesaver     www.oli.org 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center   www.bicyclinginfo.org 
Pupil Transportation Safety Institute   www.ptsi.org 
Safe Kids Worldwide     www.safekids.org 
Transportation Alternatives    www.transalt.org 
UNC Highway Safety Research Center   www.hsrc.unc.edu/pubinfo/publicinfo.htm 

By Nancy Fischer 
News Niagara Bureau 
 
NIAGARA FALLS – The Niagara Region Traffic 
Safety Program has been crashing cars to stop 
cars from crashing for the past 11 years.  The 
seven-day event at the Niagara Falls Air Base 
teaches hands-on traffic safety to teens and     
welcomes 3,100 juniors and seniors from high 
schools in six counties and Canada through    
Tuesday. 
 
Niagara Falls business owner James Page of 
Page’s Automotive is one of several volunteers 
who have become an invaluable part of the safety 
fair for the lat 11 years, supplying 15 to 30 cars 
every year to destroy for the purpose of          
demonstration. 
 
The program coordinator, Sgt. Patrick Needle of 
the Niagara County Sheriff’s Department, said, 
“The crash is a 30 mph side impact crash, and 
students can only imagine what would happen if 
they were going 60 mph and hit a tree.  We try to 
give the impression of the smell, the noise of 
metal bending. 
 

 
The crash is a combination of Calspan’s expertise in 
crash test research and Page’s junkyard cars.  Page was 
recently recognized by the governor’s traffic safety    
committee for his annual donations and efforts setting up 
the demonstrations. 
 
Sheriff Thomas Beilein said the traffic program is a way 
to reach out to high school seniors before the prom     
season starts.  “We want to make sure they know the 
choices and the consequences of those choices,” he said. 
 
Needle, who is also the Sheriff’s Department’s STOP 
DWI coordinator, said the safety program is not all about 
drinking and driving.  He said the New York State      
Department of Transportation brings in snow plows to 
let the teens climb up and see the blind spot; Calspan 
shows crash dummies in a simulated roll-over (some 
with seat belts and some without); CSX offers a program 
on railroad crossings; youths drive an obstacle course in 
test cars donated by Delphi Corp., and Parks Police have 
the youths try out “fatal vision goggles” that simulate .15 
percent blood alcohol level.  “People that put this on 
come back year after year.  Everybody who has kids is 
calling to help,” said Needle. 
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Traffic Safety Resources 

Students Get a “Crash” Course in Safety 



 
President      Treasurer  
Patrick Carroll      Laura M. Madelone 
 
Vice President     Secretary 
Karen Liddle      Bill VanAlstyne 
 
Regional Vice Presidents 
 
Region 1      Region 5 
Joanne McGarry     Debbie K. Kogut 
  
Region 2      Region 6 
Vince Bellino      Lucas Davis 
 
Region 3      Region 7 
Robert Monestano     Sal Trentanelli 
 
Region 4      Region 8 
Richard A. Pearson Sr.    Tom Beachy 
 

NYSATSB Membership Application Form 
 
Please check one: [ ] $ 75.00 Individual/ Non-Profit 
[ ] $ 100.00 Corporation 
 
NAME ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE ________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 
AFFILIATION __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY/TOWN __________________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ________________ 
 
PHONE ____________________________________ FAX ______________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Send check or money order to: 
NYSATSB 

1436 Altamont Avenue. 
PMB 300 

Schenectady, New York 12303 

NYSATSB EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  

1436 Altamont Avenue. 
PMB 300 

Schenectady, New York 
12303 

New York State 
Association of Traffic 

Safety Boards 
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