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Interchange is designed 
to provide NYSATSB       
members up to date   

information about traffic 
safety and injury         

prevention programs 
across the state.  We   

invite you to share your 
knowledge, resources, 
and ideas with us.  We 
want to hear from you 

about the current     
traffic safety issues fac-

ing your community 
and the strategies you 
have implemented to        

address them.  All     
submissions can be         

e-mailed to   
info@nysatsb.com and 
should be in text format 

with any pictures or   
graphics attached in a 

PDF.format. 
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Dear Fellow Members, 
 
2007 is days away and 
we have set our          
tentative goals for the 
year.  We will          
continue to expand our 
membership base with 
your help, by your     
recruitment of         
community leaders, 
parents, and partners in 
such areas as healthcare 
& auto insurance, auto      
manufacturing, and 
safety. 
 
The group has also       
decided to pursue “media 
awards”. This officially 
unnamed program will be 
used to point up those 
outstanding  “above & 
beyond” efforts made by 
television, radio, & print 
media bring to there audi-
ence a message or report 
on traffic safety in your 
region. 
 
If you have or have had 
such a great working    
relationship with a media 
outlet, please submit your 
narrative to your regional 
Vice President (Region 6 
mail to NYSATSB PO 
Box). 
 

A week will be selected 
and the awards will be   
presented across the state 
during a predetermine   
media events. 
 
We have discussed and 
will be partnering with 
other organizations in  
support of traffic safety 
initiatives & legislative 
actions, which are within 
the scope of our            
organizations mission 
statement. It is felt that 
many voices carrying the 
same message will have a 
greater impact. Your    
executive board and re-
gional vice presidents will 
also be available should 
you need additional     
written or visible support 
for a local or statewide 
need. 
 

In a Related item, the 
New York State          
Association of Chief’s of 
Police are contributing to 
the youth committees’ 
“Save Your Friend’s Life 
Over the Airwaves”   
Public Service              
Announcement contest. 
Thank you NYSACOP 
members & Chief    
Masherone for your     
support! 

 
We are looking for more 
great articles, photos, & 
ideas for the Interchange, 
which Laura Madelone 
continues to do a fantastic 
job assembling & editing. 
Please forward you ideas 
to Laura. 
 
On behalf of the 
NYSATSB I wish to thank 
you all for your continued 
efforts and support of your 
officers, and this            
organization! 
 
Safe Journeys, 
 
Patrick 
President 
NYSATSB 
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“SAVE YOUR FRIEND’S LIFE OVER THE 
AIRWAVES” CONTEST WINNERS ANNOUNCED  

Motor vehicle crashes are a 
leading cause of deaths among 
teenagers.  To increase   
awareness of the leading risk 
factors associated with motor 
vehicle crashes, the 
NYSATSB sponsored a    
statewide traffic safety PSA 
contest for teens, "Save Your 
Friend’s Life Over the        
Airwaves.”  Other sponsoring 
agencies  include the NYS   
Department of Health 
(NYSDOH) Bureau of Injury 
Prevention and AAA Hudson 
Valley.  The NYS Governor's 
Traffic Safety Committee and the 
National Highway Traffic Safety                
Administration also provided      
assistance with the project. 

 
Local traffic safety agencies        
coordinated the program in their 
schools.  Franklin County sponsored 
it's own countywide contest to      
increase traffic safety awareness. 
 
Over 170 high school students from 
24 counties submitted PSAs that 
addressed the traffic safety issues of 
speeding, safety belt use, impaired 
driving, drowsy driving, and driving 
distractions.  Five winners were  
selected in June 2006, each          
receiving a $200.00 award as well as 
state and local recognition. Their 
messages were burned on a CD, and 
sent to radio stations to be aired 
across the state, via local traffic 
safety programs. Contest winners 
included:  
 
Safety Belt Use 
Daniel Widrick (10th grade)  
Lowville, NY    
Lewis County 
 
 
 

Distracted Driving  
Pat Roberts (12th grade)  
Fairport, NY  
Monroe County, 
 

Speeding  
Stephanie Potter (12th grade) 
Fairport, NY  
Monroe County 
 

Impaired Driving Prescription Drugs 
Clarkstown South High School  
Radio Production class 
(11th and 12th grades) 
West Nyack, NY  
Rockland County 
 

Impaired Driving  
The Students Questioning Under Age 
Drinking (SQUAD)  
Prevention Network  
(9-12 grades) 
Syracuse, NY  
Onondaga County 
 
Due to the positive response to the 
contest, a statewide contest will be 
coordinated in 2007. The contest will 
identify five radio spots/Public     
Service Announcements (PSAs)    
addressing safety belt use, distracted    
driving, speeding/aggressive driving,    
impaired driving and drowsy driving. 
The winning PSAs will be used to 

persuade teens     
throughout the state to 
make life-saving choices 
to prevent injuries and 
deaths due to car 
crashes. 
 
This year, middle and 
junior high as well as 
high school students and 
student groups are      
eligible to enter the      
contest. Those entering 
are to submit an entry 

form and thirty-second 
PSA(s) recorded on a CD 

addressing one or more of the        
following risk factors: drowsy       
driving, aggressive driving/speeding, 
safety belt use,  impaired driving and 
driving distractions.  Entries are    
accepted from November 2006 – 
April 6, 2007. Five winners will be 
selected, one for each topic area. 
Each student or  student group will 
receive a monetary award, state and 
local recognition and their messages 
aired on radio stations statewide. 
 
Members can help publicize the    
contest by distributing the contest 
information to schools and student 
groups in their counties. Local or  
regional traffic safety agencies are 
encouraged to conduct the contest in 
their counties as the project can be 
used to increase awareness of teen 
driving safety issues in their        
communities.  
 
Contest materials can be accessed by 
visiting the NYSATSB’s website 
(www.nysatsb.com). Please feel free 
to make copies of these materials.  
For more information, contact Debra 
Douglass, NYSDOH Bureau of In-
jury Prevention at (518) 473-1143 or 
djd04@health.state.ny.us  

Cathy Fanagan, Traffic Safety Boarc Chair.;  Maggie Brooks, Monroe County Executive.; 
Stephanie Potter, Winner;  Patrick Roberts, Winner;  Webster   Supervisor R. Nesbitt;     

Webster Chief G. Pickering 



THE 22ND ANNUAL ALBANY COUNTY TRAFFIC 
SAFETY AWARENESS WEEKEND 

Year 2006 marks the 22nd year of 
Albany County Traffic Safety 
Awareness Weekend.  This is the 
12th year this event has been held 
at Crossgates Mall in Guilderland, 
NY.  The dates of the 2006 event 
were October 14, and 15, 2006. 
 
This event started as a bicycle   
rodeo and safety awareness day in 
Washington Park in the City of 
Albany, NY in 1985.  It has grown 
substantially over the years.  It was 
held at Latham Circle Mall in 
Latham, NY until 1990, and at 
Colonie Center Mall in Colonie, 
NY from 1991 – 1994.  The show 
made the move to Crossgates Mall 
in 1995 and has been there ever 
since.  Crossgates Mall is by far 
the largest shopping mall in the 
Capital District.  This allows us to 
reach a large number of people 
with our traffic safety messages. 
 
Exhibiting at the Crossgates Mall 
provides an opportune time for 
traffic safety and health             
professionals to join in promoting 
our life saving messages to        
increase public awareness.  Our 
goal is to educate the public on all 
issues of traffic safety. 
 
The Albany County Traffic Safety 
Awareness Weekend consists of 
numerous traffic safety exhibits 
from various safety-related        
organizations.  The participants in 
the 2006 event were:  the Albany 
County Department of Public 
Works - Traffic Safety Education 
Programs, the Albany County 
Sheriff’s Office of Community and 
Emergency Services, Albany 
County Stop DWI, the Albany   
Police Department, the Colonie 

Police Department, 
the NYS Police, 
Bethlehem Central 
School District            
Transportation, 
South Colonie 
School              
Transportation and 
the Town Of       
Bethlehem Police 
Department. 
 
Many of the exhibits 
are interactive.      
Parents learned about 
proper child safety 
seat installation and actually      
practiced installations on various 
demonstration vehicle seats.      
Children were measured using the 
5-step test to see if they need to ride 
in a booster seat. In addition, chil-
dren learned about school bus safety 
from “Buster the Bus.”  “Buster” is 
a mechanical robot bus that can 
speak to children.  And visitors to 
the show  experienced the “Fatal 
Vision” goggles to see how little 
alcohol it takes to impair one’s    
vision and their ability to drive. 
 
The  Choices 301 DWI Prevention 
display from the 
Albany County 
STOP-DWI       
Program made its 
first appearance at 
this event.  This is a 
truly hard hitting 
interactive display 
aimed at young 
drivers to prevent 
drinking and     
driving, and the 
problem of extreme 
and irresponsible 
driving.  We are 

really excited about the addition of 
this display. 
 
These are just some of the highlights 
of this annual event.  The exhibits 
are staffed the entire time the mall is 
open on the Saturday and Sunday of 
this annual event. 
 
For more information, contact Bill 
Van Alstyne, Program Director,   
Albany County Department of   
Public Works – Traffic Safety    
Education Programs at 518-765-
2565. 
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Show Director Bill Van Alstyne educates a family on child passenger safety. 

The Choices 301 display on the dangers of extreme driving. 



ALBANY COUNTY DPW LOW INCOME CHILD 
SAFETY SEAT DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM 
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The Albany County DPW Low      
Income Child Safety Seat           
Distribution Program has been   
existence since 1996.  It is one of 
the oldest in NYS.  Approximately 
930 families in Albany County 
have received over 1,600 child 
safety seats so far through this   
program.  The goal of the Albany 
County Child Passenger Safety 
Program is to provide child safety 
seats to low income families in 
Albany County, and to prevent 
injuries and deaths due to traffic 
crashes to children. 
 
Since using child safety seats can 
be very difficult, clients are       
required to receive approximately 
two hours of classroom and    
hands-on training from the        
instructor before they leave with 
their seat(s).   All clients are       
invited to visit the Albany County 
DPW Traffic Safety Education 
Programs Child Safety Seat Fitting 
station if they take their seat out 
and can’t get it back in, or run into 
any other sort of child safety seat 
problems.  Also, if the client 
switches vehicles, they are invited 
to come back with the new vehicle 
to learn proper use.  Those 
clients, whose  vehicles are 
not present, will practice 
extensively on a specially 
designed vehicle seat that 
contains all of the safety 
belts system found in motor 
vehicles. 
 
In 2005, 159 families       
received 274 child safety 
seats from this program.   To 
qualify for this program, the 
family must live in          
Albany County and receive 
one of the following: 

· Medicaid 
· WIC 
· SSI 
· Food Stamps 
· Verification of need by the   

Department of Social Services 
 
Class sizes range from 1 – 9      
families at a time.  Certified Child 
Passenger Safety Technicians 
throughout the Capital Region are 
enlisted to assist in teaching  the 
families. 
 
The training consists of: 
 
1. Learning about crash dynamics 
and the need for everyone in the 
vehicle to be properly buckled up.  
Also covered are rear facing/
forward facing issues + the need for 
booster seats until the child properly 
fits an adult safety belt. 
 
2. Hands-on instruction of how to 
use their new child safety seat   
properly.  The recipient must be 
able to demonstrate how to properly 
adjust the harness system, switch 
the harnesses to the various slots 
and any other features their seat 
may have. 

3. Hands-on instruction on how to 
properly install their child safety 
seat (s) into their vehicle.  The 
parents must be able to perform 
the installation themselves. 

 
The training of parents and the     
distribution of child safety seats are 
conducted at the following          
locations:  Albany County           
Department of Public Works in 
Voorheesville,  Whitney M. Young 
Health Center in Albany, Alpha 
Pregnancy Center in Albany,      
Hilltowns Head Start in Berne,    
Seaton Health in Watervliet, Centro 
Civico in Albany, and other        
locations upon request 
 
There are occasions when this     
training is conducted at Albany 
Medical Center or St. Peter’s      
Hospital for special situations such 
as high-risk pregnancy when the 
mother is confined to the hospital.  
In addition, specialized “car beds” 
are distributed for infants that fail 
the car seat apnea test and must be 
transported laying down in the    
vehicle. 
 
Grant funding for the child safety 
seats comes from the NYS          
Governor’s Traffic Safety       
Committee.  The backless booster 
seats are from the 2001 “Boost 
America” program managed by 
Ford Motor Co., and the United 
Way. 
 
This program was featured at the 
2006 Region II Child Passenger 
Safety Technical Conference and 
the 2006 NYS Highway Safety        
Conference. 

A parent applies what he has learned. 



AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety    www.aaafoundation.org 
American Traffic Safety Services Association  www.atssa.com 
Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute    www.helmets.org 
Cornell University     www.bike.cornell.edu 
DriveHomeSafe.com     www.drivehomesafe.com 
Federal Highway Administration    www.fhwa.dot.gov 
Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee   www.safeny.com 
Insurance Institute for Traffic Safety   www.hwysafety.org 
League of American Bicyclists    www.bikeleague.org 
Most of Us Traffic Safety Resource Center   http://trafficsafety.mostofus.org  
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  www.nhtsa.dot.gov 
National Safety Council     www.nsc.org 
National Transportation Safety Board   www.ntsb.gov 
NY Bicycling Coalition     www.nybc.net 
NYS Thruway Authority      www.thruway.state.ny.us 
Operation Lifesaver     www.oli.org 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center   www.bicyclinginfo.org 
Pupil Transportation Safety Institute   www.ptsi.org 
Safe Kids Worldwide     www.safekids.org 
Transportation Alternatives    www.transalt.org 
UNC Highway Safety Research Center   www.hsrc.unc.edu/pubinfo/publicinfo.htm 
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TRAFFIC SAFETY RESOURCES 
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STOP DWI CELEBRATES ITS 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY 



 
President      Treasurer  
Patrick Carroll      Laura M. Madelone 
 
Vice President     Secretary 
Karen Liddle      Bill VanAlstyne 
 
Regional Vice Presidents 
 
Region 1      Region 5 
Joanne McGarry     Debbie K. Kogut 
  
Region 2      Region 6 
Vince Bellino      Lucas Davis 
 
Region 3      Region 7 
Robert Monestano     Sal Trentanelli 
 
Region 4      Region 8 
Richard A. Pearson Sr.    Tom Beachy 
 

NYSATSB Membership Application Form 
 
Please check one: [ ] $ 75.00 Individual/ Non-Profit 
[ ] $ 100.00 Corporation 
 
NAME ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE ________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 
AFFILIATION __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY/TOWN __________________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ________________ 
 
PHONE ____________________________________ FAX ______________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Send check or money order to: 
NYSATSB 

1436 Altamont Avenue. 
PMB 300 

Schenectady, New York 12303 

NYSATSB EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  

1436 Altamont Avenue. 
PMB 300 

Schenectady, New York 
12303 

New York State 
Association of Traffic 

Safety Boards 
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