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Interchange is designed 
to provide NYSATSB       
members up to date   

information about traffic 
safety and injury         

prevention programs 
across the state.  We   

invite you to share your 
knowledge, resources, 
and ideas with us.  We 
want to hear from you 

about the current     
traffic safety issues  

facing your community 
and the strategies you 
have implemented to        

address them.  All     
submissions can be         

e-mailed to   
info@nysatsb.com and 
should be in text format 

with any pictures or   
graphics attached in a 

PDF.format. 
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Welcome to Spring 
and the season of a 
thousand programs!  
At least that’s what 
it feels like after 
your third or fourth 
straight weekday & 
weekend of traffic 
safety                
presentations. For 
most of us this is 
when bike helmets 
& rodeos occur, 
pedestrian,               
skateboarding, work 
zones, seat belt, child 
safety seats, speed     
enforcement, impaired 
driver checks, on and on. 

 
During this time, which 
can be stressful in    
meeting all that needs to 
be done, try to take time 
out for you. Sometimes 
in the quiet of a brief, 
but well deserved, rest 
your creative thoughts 
can flow. This could be 
the time you better     
define your program or 
even better have that 
breakthrough idea which 
is the newest traffic 
safety education         
program! 
 
Having the pleasure to 

work with many of you, I 
have seen your unique 
and inventive programs 
in action. Some are    
similar and some are    
different to fit the needs 
of the communities they 
serve! We should all take 
some time to visit        
another’s program        
offerings in your          
adjoining area. Don’t   
forget to reach out for 
those resources both   
public and private        
already in your area, such 
as AAA’s, Insurance 
companies, schools, ( & 
of course the 3 E’s      
engineering, education, & 
enforcement). 

 
Changing gears, the next 
meeting of your           
association will include 

on the agenda          
nomination of officers. 
To be considered or   
submit a name for     
consideration you must 
be a member in good 
standing, prior to the 
meeting date.  Please 
consider attending and 
participating at our next 
meeting, which is vital 
to our continued         
success. 

 
Finally, at our next 
scheduled meeting we 
will also be receiving a 
report from those who 
attended the “Lifesavers” 
highway safety           
conference in Chicago. 
This will be a good time 
to see what is new nation-
ally. 

 
In brief form, rest & think 
creatively, wear sun-
screen, drink lots of     
fluids, network, and plan 
on attending our next 
meeting! 

 
As always, safe journeys, 

 
Patrick Carroll 
President 
NYSATSB 
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO GET TWEENS TO 
BUCKLE UP?  

The NYSATSB Youth Committee is 
looking for traffic safety agencies to 
administer questionnaires to 8-12 
year olds (tweens) to identify    
strategies to encourage the           
consistent use of safety belts and 
sitting in the back seat. 
 
Participating agencies will be           
responsible for:  identifying groups 
of tweens to complete                

questionnaires by contacting schools, 
after school programs, and/or       
community groups (copies of the 
questionnaire and pencils will be 
mailed to you),  administering the           
questionnaires to tweens, completing 
the Tween Questionnaire Cover Sheet 
and mailing the materials to Bill       
VanAlstyne, Albany County DPW 
Traffic Safety, 449 New Salem Road, 
Voorheesville, NY  12186 by May 

31, 2007. 
 
Please contact Renee Barchitta, 
GTSC at (518) 473-6786 or 
rbar@dmv.state.ny.us. if you are    
interested in participating or have any 
questions. Thank you for  helping us 
with this project to increase the safety 
of NYS tweens. 
 

AMISH/MENNONITE COMMUNITY BICYCLE 
SAFETY SCHOOL PROGRAM  
The YCSO Amish/Mennonite   
community Bicycle Safety School 
Program is a bicycle traffic safety 
initiative  targeting the Amish and 
Mennonite community by having 
uniform Deputy Sheriffs visit one-
room school houses doing a 90  
minute safe bicycle operation      
program to children and parents. 
This is accomplished by lecture, 
using notes, chalkboard, hand-outs, 
and the units patrol bicycles. We 
discuss laws, signaling, other traffic 
units, equipment safety checks,   
vehicle clinging, night time          
operating, accident prevention,    
personal safety and have a Q & A 
time.   
 
This Finger Lakes area of the state 
besides vine yards, wineries, and 
lake recreation also has fertile land 
and some farmers here are different 
from most citizens by choice. These 
are the old order Amish and      
Mennonites, also know as the “plain 
people.” When not operating horse 
and buggy, or being a pedestrian use 
the bicycle as the major source of 
transportation from youngsters to 
the elders. This leads to many more 

motorists sharing the same roads with 
bicyclists. Bicycle use in this case is 
for transportation and not for fitness 
or recreation. It is important to     
consider that when bicycles are a 
means of transportation, more        
bicycling is done in poor weather and 
in low-visibility situations. Safety in 
operation is paramount. 
 
Due to the volumes of these special 
traffic units on local and state      
highways and with previous accidents 
and a fatality it has been the Sheriffs 
Office goal to have this community 
allow deputy sheriffs into their 
schools to instruct safety. This was 
no easy task and took years to       
develop a trusting relationship that 
has now forged a community policing 
success.  
 
We have 15 Amish/Mennonite 
schools in our county with an Amish/
Mennonite population of approx. 
3,000.  We have to date based on 
their INVITATION TO US ONLY 
taught at 8 schools involving nearly 
250 students along with teachers and 
parents. This scheduling has all been 
via word of mouth once the first 

school elders’ board let us in the 
door. It is our goal to reach them all. 
We are reducing unsafe operation 
complaints, reduced accidents, have 
many in this population now wearing 
reflective vests, and have an open 
dialog with this segment of our     
community as they feel comfortable 
with deputy sheriffs in this setting for 
Q & A on other topics i.e. horse/
buggy operations. This enhances our 
community policing efforts. 
                           
Bicycle unit deputies Sgt. Ed Nemitz 
and Deputy Bradley Quayle use    
stories of real accidents and events 
that are real life occurrences in      
describing safe bicycle operation and 
safety issues. Many Mennonite     
parents also tell of injuries from    
unsafe operation, i.e. broken pedals, 
etc. The younger children seem to 
relate to these stories. We supplement 
our instruction with hand-out         
materials supplied us from the        
National Child Safety Council,       
featuring Safety pup and Spike the 
Bike, i.e. bike safety coloring manual 
and brochure on the rules of the road. 



NYSATSB REACHES OUT TO CULTURALLY 
DIVERSE GROUPS 
The NYSATSB has taken 
steps to address the traffic 
safety education needs of 
culturally diverse groups. 
The Multi-Cultural        
Outreach Committee 
(MCOC) will work under 
the auspices of the         
Education Committee. 
Their mission is to increase 
the knowledge and ability 
of traffic safety               
professionals to provide 
effective programs with 
diverse groups in order to 
reduce traffic-related injuries 
and fatalities. Goals created to       
address this mission include:   
 

1. Increasing awareness of 
the need to address     
traffic safety education 
within diverse           
communities  

2.  Providing educational 
opportunities to address 
the cultural aspects of 
diverse communities  

3. Building upon existing 
traffic safety                
infrastructure and        
promote multi-cultural 
education where needed  

4. Utilizing expertise of   
individuals currently   
operating successful 
multi-cultural traffic 
safety programs  

5.  Serving as multi-cultural 
resource for traffic safety 
information; and  

6.  Providing guidance on 
how to work with diverse 

communities and         
identifying diverse     
population at increased 
risk for traffic related     
injuries 

 
New York is largely populated by 
foreign-born residents compared 
to most states in the nation. Our 
state ranks high along with     
California, Florida, Hawaii and 
New Jersey. According to the 
2000 national census about 36% 
of the NYS population categorize 
themselves as races other than 
white. In addition, the population 
of minority groups in New York 
State has been steadily growing.  
As the population increases so 
does the need to address traffic 
safety issues affecting these 
groups. 
 
Studies conducted by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety            
Administration indicate that     
certain minority groups are at  
increased risk for traffic-related 

injuries compared to the 
white population.       
Generally, people from 
some groups are more 
likely to live in poverty, 
less likely to finish high 
school, and more likely 
to speak a language other 
than  English. Recent            
immigrants from other 
countries may not be 
aware of traffic safety 
laws. In addition, cultural 
barriers can exist which 
must be identified and 

addressed for behavior change to 
occur. 
 
In order to effectively impact the 
traffic related behaviors of diverse 
cultural groups, it is important for 
traffic safety program                
coordinators to identify and      
address cultural beliefs, attitudes 
and values and be aware of how 
to effectively connect and work 
with diverse groups in a culturally 
competent manner.  
 
Join us in this important mission.  
The MCOC is seeking interested 
members from the Central,   
Northern and Western part of the 
state working with diverse 
groups. Please contact Debra 
Douglass, New York State       
Department of Health Bureau of 
Injury Prevention at 
djd04@health.state.ny.us or 
Booker Brown, NYS Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Committee at 
bbrow1@dmv.state.ny.us for 
more information.  
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NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE TOM SUOZZI 
RECEIVES NYU RUDIN CENTER AWARD   
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By Kara Guy, Special 
Assistant to the County 
Executive 

   
On February 15, 2007, Nassau 
County Executive Thomas R. 
Suozzi received the Annual 
Leadership in Transportation 
Award from New York         
University Wagner Rudin      
Center for Transportation Policy 
and Management. 
  
 “We are thrilled to be           
presenting the Public Leader 
Award to County Executive 
Suozzi,” said Rudin Center    
Director, Allison L. C. de     
Cerreño. “He very much        
deserves the recognition for all 
his good work and especially 
for his recent role on the New 
York Metropolitan             
Transportation Council. He 
helped them pull together the 
concept of shared regional goals 
in transportation.” 
  
Suozzi was recognized for his 
efforts in promoting an           
aggressive program to help    
address congestion and air     
quality issues in Nassau 
County; for supporting         
transit-oriented development as 
part of the County’s Nassau 
Hub Major Investment Study 
development plan, as well as for 
his own visionary plan for New 
Suburbia. In 2005, while     
working with Long Island 
Transportation Management 
(LITM), the County introduced 

a series of programs targeted to 
County employees, in an effort to 
reduce single occupancy vehicles 
on Long Island’s roadways. 
  
These include: 
 
· TransitChek, the Commuter 
Benefits Program to provide    
fiscal incentives to employees 
who commute to work using 
public transportation 
· NuRide, a private sector 
computer-based ridesharing    
program was authorized for use 
by County employees 
· Guaranteed Ride Home, as a 
complement to NuRide, assuring 
participants that they will always 
have a transportation option in 
the event of unforeseen           
circumstances   
  
The County Executive served as 
Co-Chairman of the New York 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Council from April 2005 to 
March 2006. Under Suozzi, the 
Council adopted the concept of 

shared regional goals, which    
include:  
· Improving the          

regional economy 
· Enhancing the        

regional environment 
· Improving the        

regional quality of life 
· Providing convenient, 

flexible transportation 
access within the    
region 

· Advocating for      
increased regional 
transportation         
investment 

 
These goals have since been    
incorporated into the Council’s  
recent Regional Transportation 
Update. Approximately $5     
million has also been earmarked 
in the Council’s 2007-2008    
Unified Planning Work Program, 
which includes various planning 
studies that give guidance to 
where federal transportation     
dollars may most effectively be 
directed. 



AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety   www.aaafoundation.org 
American Traffic Safety Services Association www.tssa.com 
Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute   www.helmets.org 
Cornell University     www.bike.cornell.edu 
Drive & Stay Alive     www.driveandstayalive.com 
DriveHomeSafe.com     www.drivehomesafe.com 
Federal Highway Administration   www.fhwa.dot.gov 
Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee  www.safeny.com 
Insurance Institute for Traffic Safety   www.hwysafety.org 
League of American Bicyclists   www.bikeleague.org 
Most of Us Traffic Safety Resource Center  http://trafficsafety.mostofus.org  
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration www.nhtsa.dot.gov 
National Safety Council    www.nsc.org 
National Transportation Safety Board  www.ntsb.gov 
NY Bicycling Coalition    www.nybc.net 
NYS Thruway Authority     www.thruway.state.ny.us 
Operation Lifesaver     www.oli.org 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center  www.bicyclinginfo.org 
Pupil Transportation Safety Institute   www.ptsi.org 
Safe Kids Worldwide     www.safekids.org 
Transportation Alternatives    www.transalt.org 
UNC Highway Safety Research Center  www.hsrc.unc.edu/pubinfo/publicinfo.htm 
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TRAFFIC SAFETY RESOURCES 

2007 NYSATSB MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
Invoice Notices for your 2007 NYSATSB Membership Renewals were mailed on January 12.  To remain a  member in 
good standing which provides eligibility to vote at meetings and to vote for officers, dues must be paid on receipt of 
this notice.  Please be sure that you pay your dues by June 1, 2007 in order to be eligible to vote in the election of 
officers in October. Only paid members or designees may vote.    Anyone may attend a meeting, but ONLY the 
paid member or his/her designee is eligible to vote.   
 

2007 Membership Rates 
State/Municipality $75 
Individual:  $75 
Non-Profit: $75 
Corporation:  $100 

 
Should you have any questions regarding your dues, or if you need a new invoice, please contact Laura M. Madelone, 
treasurer at 315-443-5489.  All dues should be mailed to Laura at: 
 

New York State Association of Traffic Safety Boards 
1436 Altamont Avenue, #300 

Schenectady, New York  12303 
 



 
President      Treasurer  
Patrick Carroll      Laura M. Madelone 
 
Vice President     Secretary 
Karen Liddle      Bill VanAlstyne 
 
Regional Vice Presidents 
 
Region 1      Region 5 
Joanne McGarry     Debbie K. Kogut 
  
Region 2      Region 6 
Vince Bellino      TBD 
 
Region 3      Region 7 
Robert Monestano     Sal Trentanelli 
 
Region 4      Region 8 
Richard A. Pearson Sr.    Tom Beachy 
 

NYSATSB Membership Application Form 
 
Please check one: [ ] $ 75.00 Individual/ Non-Profit                    [ ] $ 100.00 Corporation 
 
NAME ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE ________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 
AFFILIATION __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY/TOWN __________________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ________________ 
 
PHONE ____________________________________ FAX ______________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Send check or money order to: 
Laura M. Madelone 

NYSATSB 
1436 Altamont Avenue. 

PMB 300 
Schenectady, New York 12303 

NYSATSB EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  

1436 Altamont Avenue. 
PMB 300 

Schenectady, New York 
12303 

New York State 
Association of Traffic 

Safety Boards 
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