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Interchange is designed 
to provide NYSATSB  

members with up to date              
information about traffic 

safety and injury       
prevention programs 
across the state.  We   

invite you to share your     
knowledge, resources, 
and ideas with us.  We 
want to hear from you 

about the current     
traffic safety issues  

facing your community 
and the strategies you 
have implemented to        

address them.  All     
submissions can be         

e-mailed to   
info@nysatsb.com and 
should be in text format 

with any pictures or   
graphics attached in a 

PDF format. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

As we wrap up another year 
of traffic safety efforts across 
this state, may each of you 
realize the excellent influence 
you have had on the drivers, 
pedestrians & bicyclists in 
your communities. 
 
This year, we as a group,    
continue to show success in 
the Youth Committees, “Save 
Your Friends’ Over the    
Airwaves” program. There 
has been a noticeable       
increase in the number and 
quality of the submissions, 
and the winners have been 
receiving regular airtime at 
radio stations across this and 
neighboring states! 
 
In the later portion of 2007 
our Multi-Cultural        
Awareness sub-committee 
received grant funding from 
GTSC, marking the official 
kick-off of what I believe to 
be a first of its kind (and I bet 
soon to be copied in other 
states) educational effort.  
 
Our Educational committee 
endeavors into work zone 
education, offering a training 
class to local highway and 
emergency scene workers. 
This popular and possibly life 
saving experience is          
receiving more and more 
requests for trainings. We are 
presently hoping to receive 
the need funding from GTSC 
to continue this work. 

I am proud to serve as       
president of this organization 
and its members and very 
proud of the programs we 
have done over the past years, 
and continue! With that 
thought, I believe we need to 
look towards the enforcement 
community.  During the past 
months I have had a height-
ened awareness of the increas-
ing number of police officers     
being injured or killed in the 
line of duty while executing a 
traffic stop or offering a safety 
zone during a crash            
investigation. In some cases 
officers were protecting     
families during a vehicle     
failure, something we can all 
relate to. 
 
During 2008 I would like us to 
consider supporting possible 
legislation for a “move over” 
law. What is a “Move Over 
Law or educational efforts”? It 
is intended to have the motor-
ing public slow and when   
possible change lanes, giving 
an additional zone of safety to 

an officer or emergency 
worker involved in providing 
services or protection to a 
scene. 
 
My research finds that there 
are a number of organizations 
already working on this in 
other states. Some states sur-
rounding New York already 
have proposed or passed     
legislation regarding this. A 
statistic on the website of the 
National Law Enforcement 
Memorials Fund shows that 
from 1977- 2006 22 officers 
were struck and killed by   
vehicles here in New York 
State.  This article does not 
report the injured or “close 
call” occurrences that officers 
face everyday. 
 
Let’s work to assist those who 
help educate and enforce    
traffic safety issues to the    
motoring public, our state, 
county and local enforcement 
officials. With the holidays 
upon us, we can work together 
to make sure everyone makes 
it home for every holiday and 
event! 

 
As always, safe journeys, 

 
Patrick Carroll 
President 
NYSATSB 



#�$� �  � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � �

23RD ANNUAL ALBANY COUNTY TRAFFIC SAFETY 
AWARENESS WEEKEND AT CROSSGATES MALL 

Submitted by William Van     
Alstyne 
 
The year 2007 marks the 23rd year 
of Albany County Traffic Safety 
Awareness Weekend.  This is the 
13th year this event has been held at 
Crossgates Mall in Guilderland, 
NY.  The dates of the 2007 event 
were October 13 and 14, 2007.   
  
This event started as a bicycle rodeo 
and safety awareness day in     
Washington Park in the City of    
Albany, NY in 1985.  It has grown 
substantially over the years.  It was 
held at Latham Circle Mall in 
Latham, NY from 1986 - 1990, and 
at Colonie Center Mall in Colonie, 
NY from 1991 – 1994.  The show 

made the move to Crossgates Mall in 
1995 and has been there ever 
since.  Crossgates Mall is by far the 
largest shopping mall in the Capital 

District.  This allows us to reach a 
large number of people with our    
traffic safety messages.   

CHECK OUT “ASK THE TRAFFIC SAFETY GUY” 
ON THE NYSATSB WEB SITE 

Submitted by Debra Douglass 
 
 
Visitors to the New York State 
Association of Traffic Safety 
Boards’ web site 
(www.nysatsb.com) now have the 
opportunity to learn about     
various traffic safety laws as well 
as pose questions about laws. 
The “Ask the Traffic Safety 
Guy” concept was developed by    
members of the NYSATSB 
Youth Committee with Roger 
Dames, AAA Hudson Valley 
serving as the traffic safety    
contact for the project. Questions 
and answers are posted on the 

website (www.nysatsb.com) on an           
on-going basis.  
 

Feel free to share the “Ask the 
Traffic Safety Guy” information 
with your partners and contacts for 
educational purposes.  
 



NYBC LAUNCHES BIKE W ALK 2010:  A 
STATEWIDE SAFETY CAMPAIGN 
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Submitted by Joshua Poppel 
 
Governor Eliot Spitzer announced 
that The New York Bicycling 
Coalition (NYBC), in partnership 
with the Governor’s Traffic 
Safety Committee (GTSC),      
launched an ambitious three-year 
program aimed at stemming New 
York’s growing pedestrian and 
bicycle collision problem and  
increasing the safety of cyclists 
and pedestrians throughout the 
state. 
 
In 2005 nearly 25% of major   
injuries and fatalities on New 
York roadways were pedestrians 
and bicyclists, almost twice the 
national average.  “These crashes 
and fatalities are a tragedy for 
both victims and drivers—and are 
often preventable,” states Joshua 
Poppel of NYBC.  “Walking and 
cycling are important forms of 
transportation, exercise and      
recreation in our communities and 
all users, including motorists,   
bicyclists, and pedestrians, must 
share the same roads.” 
 
For the past decade, NYBC has 
been working with the GTSC to 
increase the safety and visibility 
of bicyclists and pedestrians in 
New York State.  During that 
time, the partnership has produced 
a number of valuable tools,       
including a CD Toolkit for plan-
ners, an innovative safety manual, 
and most recently, a progressive 
“Share the Road” program to   
educate Driver’s Education   
teachers on important safety     
material to incorporate into their 

classes.  Bike Walk 
2010 will synthesize 
the successes of prior 
programs and enable 
NYBC to work with 
local Traffic Safety 
Boards across the state 
to improve planning 
and safety measures in 
order to offer a shared, 
safe road system that 
encompasses the needs 
and equal rights of 
drivers, walkers, and 
cyclists. 
 
The efforts of Bike Walk 2010 will 
be fourfold: 
 
1. Work with local Traffic Safety 
Boards to identify high danger    
areas for people walking and     
bicycling, and address ways theses 
areas can be improved to reduce 
potential collisions; 
 
2. Continue to expand the exposure 
of motor vehicle drivers to the 
“Share the Road” message; 
 
3. Incorporate expanded safety 
training to all local bicycle clubs in 
New York State and work with   
local schools to provide a          
curriculum for safe walking and 
biking; 
 
4. Provide additional safety         
materials directly to schools and 
club cyclists as well as local traffic 
safety boards that will make people 
walking and bicycling more visible 
and better educated to the hazards 
of the roadway.  Safety materials 
such as lights, reflectors and other 
educational literature will be 

widely disseminated and promoted. 
 

With the introduction of “Safe 
Routes to School Programs,” an 
increased number of students will 
be bicycling and walking our roads.  
The rising costs of gasoline and 
environmental concerns regarding 
global warming also indicate we 
are likely to see more bicyclists and 
pedestrians on the road in the    
coming months and years.  Richard 
Brustman, current Board President 
of NYBC and retired transportation 
analyst with NYS Department of 
Transportation, reminds us that 
“now, more than ever, we need to 
create a safe environment for all 
road users.” 
 
For more information on Bike Walk 
2010 and other critical safety initia-
tives and programs happening 
throughout New York State,      
contact us at 518.436.0889 or 
nybc@nybc.net.  



ONONDAGA COUNTY HOSTS FIRST ANNUAL 
TRAFFIC SAFETY FAIR 
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Submitted by John Patane 
 
Onondaga County’s First Annual 
Traffic Safety Fair was held on 
November 10th.  This Fair was a 
result of the combined efforts of 
the Onondaga County Traffic 
Safety Advisory Board (OCTSAB) 
and the Traffic Safety Program of 
Onondaga County’s Department of 
Transportation, funded by GTSC.  
This Fair involved the work of  
approximately 150 volunteers,   
vendors, participants and sponsors, 
representing over 60 groups,   
agencies, companies and           
organizations. 
 
The Fair was held at Driver’s Vil-
lage, in Cicero in the middle   
northern part of the County.  
Driver’s Village participated as a 
major sponsor of the event by   
providing the location, planning 
assistance and other resources all 
free of charge. 
 
One of the highlights of the day 
was when News Channel 9 anchor 
Christie Casciano presented the 
winning video and it's producers in 
her "Distracted Driving” video (30 
sec spot) contest.  This video    
contest was News Channel 9’s 
contribution to the Fair, and this 
TV station later became the Fair’s 
media sponsor as well, along with 
their “sister” radio stations, all in 
the Clear Channel group.  
 
This video contest attracted 36  
entries from 6 High School media 
classes. The top 9 entries were 
posted on Channel 9’s web site, 
where the public was invited to 
vote to choose the winner.  Over 

7000 votes were case, with the    
winning video receiving 4000 votes.  
 
The Fair also reached out across 
County lines and involved several 
participants from Oswego County.  
The Oswego County Traffic Safety 
Board, represented by Coordinator 
Billie Crandall-Brady conducting a 
traffic safety quiz show for young 
participants, who sat on and peddled 
stationary bicycles, ringing the   
bicycle bell when they knew the 
answer. 
 
Some of the attractions included 
race car drivers; the “rollover school 
bus;” State Police rollover         
demonstrations; 2 mock crashes 
with Fire, Police, Ambulance and 
State Police Helicopter              
demonstrations; Aggressive Driving 
displays; the “convincer;” police 
motorcycles and motorcycle safety; 
winter driving and snowplow safety; 
bicycle rodeo; the GONE4EVER 

DWI display; 2 “No Zone” tractor 
trailers and numerous others. 
 
According to Co-Chairman John 
Patane, with this being the first year, 
a template was established to be 
used in future years.  A very strong 
organization was also established 
“from scratch” this year, with     
several very active, interested and   
dedicated people.  Both of these   
provide a strong basis upon which to 
build a very successful event in   
future years. 
 
Inquiries may be directed to John 
Patane at the Onondaga County  
Department of Transportation’s 
Traffic Safety Program.  He may be 
reached by phone at 315-435-3205 
or by e-mail at 
JohnPatane@ongov.net 



AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety   www.aaafoundation.org 
American Traffic Safety Services Association www.tssa.com 
Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute   www.helmets.org 
Cornell University     www.bike.cornell.edu 
Drive & Stay Alive     www.driveandstayalive.com 
DriveHomeSafe.com     www.drivehomesafe.com 
Federal Highway Administration   www.fhwa.dot.gov 
Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee  www.safeny.com 
Insurance Institute for Traffic Safety   www.hwysafety.org 
League of American Bicyclists   www.bikeleague.org 
Most of Us Traffic Safety Resource Center  http://trafficsafety.mostofus.org  
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration www.nhtsa.dot.gov 
National Safety Council    www.nsc.org 
National Transportation Safety Board  www.ntsb.gov 
NY Bicycling Coalition    www.nybc.net 
NYS Thruway Authority     www.thruway.state.ny.us 
Operation Lifesaver     www.oli.org 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center  www.bicyclinginfo.org 
Pupil Transportation Safety Institute   www.ptsi.org 
Safe Kids Worldwide     www.safekids.org 
Transportation Alternatives    www.transalt.org 
UNC Highway Safety Research Center  www.hsrc.unc.edu/pubinfo/publicinfo.htm 
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TRAFFIC SAFETY RESOURCES 

THIRD ANNUAL “SAVE YOUR FRIEND’S LIFE 
OVER THE AIRWAVES” CONTEST LAUNCHED 
The New York State Association of Traffic Safety Boards (NYSATSB) Youth Committee kicked off it’s third annual 
statewide public service announcement (PSA) “Save Your Friend’s Life Over the Airwaves” contest during the third 
week of October 2007 in observation of National Teen Driving Safety Week. The contest is conducted to increase teen 
awareness of the leading risk factors associated with motor vehicle crashes and injuries and identify radio messages to 
encourage their peers to travel safely. 
 
High school students/student groups can enter the contest by submitting an entry form and a thirty-second PSA(s)     
recorded on a CD addressing one or more of the following risk factors: drowsy driving, aggressive driving/speeding, 
safety belt use, impaired driving and driving distractions. Contest materials can be accessed by visiting the NYSATSB’s 
website at  www.nysatsb.com. Winners will be selected for each topic area and receive a monetary award, state and local 
recognition as well as their messages aired on radio stations statewide. Entries must be received by March 21, 2008. 
 
NYSATSB members can help promote this important safety initiative by distributing the contest materials to high 
schools and student groups in their counties. Local or regional traffic safety agencies are also encouraged to conduct 
their own contests to promote participation and raise awareness of teen driving safety issues in their communities.     
Entries received for county contests will be accepted for the statewide contest. 
 
Please contact Debra Douglass, New York State Department of Health Bureau of Injury Prevention at (518) 473-1143 
or djd04@health.state.ny.us if you are conducting a county contest or have any questions about the state contest. 



 
President      Treasurer  
Patrick Carroll      Laura M. Madelone 
 
Vice President     Secretary 
Karen Liddle      Bill VanAlstyne 
 
Regional Vice Presidents 
 
Region 1      Region 5 
Joanne McGarry     Debbie K. Kogut 
  
Region 2      Region 6 
Vince Bellino      TBD 
 
Region 3      Region 7 
Robert Monestano     Sal Trentanelli 
 
Region 4      Region 8 
Richard A. Pearson Sr.    Tom Beachy 
 

NYSATSB Membership Application Form 
 
Please check one: [ ] $ 75.00 Individual/ Non-Profit                    [ ] $ 100.00 Corporation 
 
NAME ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE ________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 
AFFILIATION __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY/TOWN __________________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ________________ 
 
PHONE ____________________________________ FAX ______________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Send check or money order to: 
Laura M. Madelone 

NYSATSB 
1436 Altamont Avenue. 

PMB 300 
Schenectady, New York 12303 

NYSATSB EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  

1436 Altamont Avenue. 
PMB 300 

Schenectady, New York 
12303 

New York State 
Association of Traffic 

Safety Boards 
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