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By Deborah Douglas 
 

Motor vehicle crashes are the      
leading cause of deaths for teens in 
New York State. This month the 
New York State Association of 
Traffic Safety Boards (NYSATSB) 
kicked off the fourth annual “Save 
Your Friend’s Life Over the Air-
waves” contest addressing teen 
driving safety. The goals of the   
contest are to raise teen awareness 
about teen driving safety risk      
factors and identify recorded radio 
public service announcements to 
promote safe driving behaviors and 
attitudes. 
 

High school students and student 
groups are eligible to enter the   
contest which involves submitting 
recorded thirty-second radio       
announcements addressing five 
leading risk factors associated with 

motor vehicle crashes and injuries 
involving teen drivers.  These risk 
factors include; speeding/aggressive 
driving, failure to buckle up, drowsy 
driving, driving distractions and    
impaired driving. Entries will be ac-
cepted through March 25, 2009.     
Winners will be selected from each 
of the categories and receive cash 
awards in addition to state and local 
recognition. 
 

The sponsors of this year’s contest    
include; AAA New York,  New York 
State Association of Chiefs of Police, 
Inc., New York State Sheriffs’            
Association, New York State      
Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee 
(GTSC), NYSATSB, AAA Hudson 
Valley and AAA Northway. 
 

NYSATSB members can help      
promote contest participation by  
providing materials to high schools 

and student groups in their counties. 
Counties are also encouraged to   
conduct their own contests and can 
submit their entries to the state     
contest. 
 

Entry forms and other information     
relevant to the contest can be 
downloaded from the NYSATSB 
website (http://www.nysatsb.com).  
You can also listen to and/or 
download the winning public service 
announcements from last year’s   
contest.  The contest is coordinated 
by members of the NYSATSB Youth 
Committee whose members include 
representatives from AAA Hudson 
Valley, AAA Northway, GTSC, New 
York State Department of Health  
Bureau of Injury Prevention (BIP) 
and the Albany County Traffic Safety 
Program. For more information about 
the contest, contact Debra Douglass 
at djd04@health.state.ny.us or                
(518) 473-1143. 
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By William VanAlstyne 
 

Wednesday, October 8 was International Walk Our Children to 
School Day.  This year, our Walk Our Children to School event 
was held at the Heatly School in Green Island, NY. 
 

The event started with the students and parents walking to school 
together. When the students and parents arrived at the school, 
they found pedestrian safety displays conducted by                   
representatives from FED EX, Capital Region Safe Kids, the 
NYS Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee and the NYS         
Department of Health – Bureau of Injury Prevention.  Otto the 
Auto, provided by AAA Hudson Valley, also participated in 
teaching the children about pedestrian safety.  Otto is a small   
robotic car that operated by Mike Sweeney, a staff member of 
AAA Hudson Valley.  Mike provides the voice and maneuvers the car by remote control.  Jennifer Hogan, from NYS 
GTSC and Gina Gilhooley, from the NYS DOH Bureau of Injury prevention played a large part in conducting the    
outside events. 
 

After the outside events, the students assembled in their gymnasium for the formal program.  They were welcomed by 
their Principal and Superintendent of Schools. 
 

U.S. Congressman Michael R. McNulty, U.S. 21st Congressional District – NY, The Honorable Ellen McNulty-Ryan, 
Mayor, Village of Green Island, New York Assemblyman Ron Canestrari, 106th  Assembly District, The Honorable 
Michael Breslin, Albany County Executive, Astrid C. Glynn, Commissioner, New York State Department of         
Transportation and Terri Egan, Deputy Commissioner for Safety, Consumer Protection and Clean Air, NYS DMV all 
spoke with the children and presented proclamations. 
 

The students participated in a poster art contest to design Walk Our Children to School posters.  The entries were very 
impressive.  The winners received their awards during this program. 
 

The students were then given a lesson on the operation of a pedestrian countdown Signal For this portion of the        
program, NYS DOT brought in a real pedestrian safety signal complete with countdown timer.  Every year we do this 
portion of the program, the children really learn a lot about using these types of signals safely. 
 

To cap off the events, the students and parents participated in the 
musical portion of the program conducted by Bill Van Alstyne, 
Program Director, Albany County DPW Traffic Safety Education 
Programs.  Prior to this event, the students viewed the "Willy the 
Whistle" video from US DOT about safe crossing and so that they 
are familiar with whom Willy the Whistle is.  Then, the students 
were taught pedestrian safety songs.  Willy the Whistle serves as 
the judge of the children’s singing.  The students always win the 
contest of course.  Willy awards the children with reflective wrist 
wraps for doing a good job of singing and promising to be safe 
pedestrians.  Willy the Whistle appeared courtesy of Denise   
Cashmere, from Schenectady County Traffic Safety. 
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By Rosemary 
 
Staten Island poses unique problems for motorists.  With the frenetic New York City traffic just a bridge away; our 
busy island community is often underestimated by its drivers.  Young drivers are especially tempted to drive       
recklessly in the borough’s wider roads and less populated streets.  Road markings, stop signs, speed limits and    
traffic lights are sometimes ignored.  That’s not to say that only young drivers are the cause for the stressful road 
situations on Staten Island.  Even experienced commuters can drive carelessly at rush hour when they’re minutes 
from home. 
 

This is why NTSI is committed to teaching drivers, from the young and old, novice and experienced, that skill isn’t 
as important to driving as attitude.  An attitude of sharing the road, knowing one’s faults and recognizing unsafe 
driving behaviors in themselves and others is integral to an enjoyable and less stressful driving experience. 
 

The information in NTSI’s Traffic Survival Workshop is frequently updated to address the concerns of drivers.  
Since many fender benders occur in parking lots, a section on parking lot driving tips has been added to the       
workbook.  With busy families now having larger cars, a section has been added that addresses child safety, like 
backing up from your driveway. 

<B 0D�BD����0D�B����<B 0D�BD����0D�B����<B 0D�BD����0D�B����<B 0D�BD����0D�B�����BE��0��455;������C0����0�D��BE��0��455;������C0����0�D��BE��0��455;������C0����0�D��BE��0��455;������C0����0�D�
B���0(��BD!I��.2<.(����2��.2��BD�B���0(��BD!I��.2<.(����2��.2��BD�B���0(��BD!I��.2<.(����2��.2��BD�B���0(��BD!I��.2<.(����2��.2��BD�� �������
By Jennifer Clunie 
 
Governor David A. Paterson recently announced that 2007 was the safest year on New York's highways since the 
State began keeping records on highway safety in the early 1920s. According to final DMV records for 2007, the total 
number of traffic fatalities decreased 8%, from 1,433 in 2006 to 1,317 in 2007. Additionally, motorcycle crash      
fatalities decreased by nearly 11%, large truck crash fatalities decreased by nearly 20% and pedestrian crash fatalities 
decreased by 14%. 
 
"In order to continue on a path of historic safety for New York's drivers and passengers, a strong commitment towards 
making the State's roadways the safest in the nation is essential," said Governor Paterson. "That is why NYS will   
continue to maintain strong partnerships with the traffic safety community, for the successful implementation of 
driver safety programs, child passenger programs and traffic enforcement details." 
 
In partnership with the Governor's Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC), NYBC launched an ambitious three-year     
program entitled Bike Walk New York in October 2007 aimed at stemming New York’s growing pedestrian and     
bicycle collision problem and increasing the safety of cyclists and pedestrians throughout the state.  During the first 
year of this effort, NYBC was able to reach a number of significant benchmarks charting its success, including      
offering comprehensive cyclist education classes to better train bicyclists on NYS vehicle and traffic laws and safe 
riding procedures; coordinating with local Traffic Safety Boards across the state to improve planning and safety 
measures; and continuing to expand the exposure of motor vehicle drivers to the “Share the Road” message. 
 
NYBC looks forward to utilizing momentum gained during this past year while continuing to offer safety education 
classes, technical assistance and expertise to promote a vision of a shared, safe road system that encompasses the 
needs and equal rights of drivers, walkers, and cyclists into 2009 and beyond.  For additional resources or more     
information, please visit www.nybc.net or email nybc@nybc.net.  



�0(��(00������0�<0D���C0����2����D��� �2�0(��(00������0�<0D���C0����2����D��� �2�0(��(00������0�<0D���C0����2����D��� �2�0(��(00������0�<0D���C0����2����D��� �2"��"0 "��"0"��"0"��"0� ���
�����	
����&
�����
�

��������������������������������������������	&�����& �����������������	����������������
������
������&��� �
�)�
�
������������������'�2��
�����������������������
��� ��������B.��2�������������)�������������������
����
 ���
�����
���=*>4����
����������������+(������
���������A���� 
��J���������!���������������,'�����������
�������� ����	��
�)����	��������������B.���	�������� ���'������'�����'��'&�K�
�)������K��-&
�L�
�)������ '�����	��������&�����
�������������
��������������	
����&
������������
��� ���������
���������.�������&
��&����2�-&
���
�)���� ������

� �& � � ' � � � � � � � �  ! � � 
 
 � � � " �

����C�&����������
��
������������� � � ���'�����&�������'�

 �
���
������
���������������
)����������������� � ���'����'��� �
��������.�������������2�����&���� � � ���'�������'�

 �
��
�����E��)�
����� � � � � ���'	���'��
����'��& �
C���
���.�
�������������
������ � � ���'����'���'
�) �
<�)�
��
$���
����������������������� � � ���'������'��� �
2��&
�����2�����&�����
��
������������� � � ���'���������'�

 �
"��
&��������
���������������� � � � ���'	������
&�'�

 �
A�������E���
�������������D���&
��������
� � ����7KK�
�����������'������&�'�

 � �
���������.�
������
���������������������
������� ���'�����'���'
�) �
������������������&������ � � � ���'���'�

 �
����������
�����
�����������������
�� � � ���'���	'
�) �
�����������
����������� � � � � ���'��	�'��� �
������
&�����&���
������ � � � ���'��
&���'�����'��'&� �
B��
������"�����)�
� � � � � ���'���'�

 �
������
����������������2���
������������
� � ���'	�������
����'�

 �
�&�����
�����
��������������2�����&��� � � ���'����'�

 �
�����!����(�
������� � � � � ���'��������'�

 �

�D�CC2����C0���D0�BED�0��D�CC2����C0���D0�BED�0��D�CC2����C0���D0�BED�0��D�CC2����C0���D0�BED�0�� ���

2009 NYSATSB MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
Invoice Notices for your 2009 NYSATSB Membership Renewals will be mailed in January.  To remain a  member in 
good standing which provides eligibility to vote at meetings and to vote for officers, dues must be paid on receipt of 
this notice.  Please be sure that you pay your dues by June 1, 2009 in order to be eligible to vote in the election of 
officers in October. Only paid members or designees may vote.    Anyone may attend a meeting, but ONLY the 
paid member or his/her designee is eligible to vote.   
 

2009 Membership Rates 
State/Municipality $75 
Individual:  $75 
Non-Profit: $75 
Corporation:  $100 
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of this panel is to enhance 
teen driving safety since 
crashes remain the num-
ber one cause of death for 
young drivers between the 
ages of 16 and 24.    
Working groups were   
established and met on a 
weekly basis from July to 
December and reported 
progress to the Panel on a 
monthly basis.  The Panel 
and workgroups          
conducted a series of       
community forums,     
interviewed experts in the 
areas of driver education, 
adolescent psychology, 
reviewed research litera-
ture, and identified other 
states that have made  
significant changes to 
their driver education  
programs.  The panel held 
three public hearings in 
Albany, Nassau and Erie 
counties.  The forums 
were well attended and 
included discussions 
among, teens, parents and 
guardians, educators and 
driver education             
instructors, law              
enforcement and courts 

In July 2008, Governor 
David A. Patterson      
created a Temporary   
Special Advisory Panel 
on Driver Education 
Avaialability and        
Curriculum Enhancement. 
David J Swartz,        
Commissioner,            
Department of Motor   
Vehicles and Richard P. 
Mills, Commissioner, 
State Education Depar-
temtn were appointed   
co-chairs.  Other panel 
members included Marta 
Genovese, AAA New 
York, Penney Gentile, 
parent of a teen killed in 
an automobile crash, Dr. 
Clark Godshall, Orleans/
Niagara BOCES, Saul 
Lerner, Bellmore-Merrick 
Central School  Director 
of Athletics, Health     
Education, PE, Driver 
Education and Adult   
Education and our own 
Denise Cashmere, 
Schenectady County 
Coordinator of  Traffic 
Safety and STOP-DWI 
and member of the NYS 
ATSB.   The importance 

and community members.  
All information was     
compiled in a report to the 
Governor on December 
31st.  The report made 13               
recommendations.  The 
panel pointed out that teen 
driver safety is a public 
health, education and safety 
priority.  It concluded that 
New York must take a 
comprehensive,          
multi-pronged strategic 
approach that includes  
standards, an appropriate 
curriculum, use of         
technology, more certified 
driver education teachers, 
and make driver education 
available and affordable to 
all students.  A copy of the 
final report is available on 
both the State Education 
website www.nysed.gov 
and Department of Motor 
Vehicle website 
www.nysdmv.com 
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Interchange is designed 
to provide NYSATSB 

members with up to date       
information about traffic 

safety and injury       
prevention programs 

across the state.   
 

We invite you to share 
your knowledge,         

resources, and ideas 
with us.   

 
We want to hear from 
you about the current 

traffic safety issues  
facing your community 
and the strategies you 
have implemented to     

address them.   
 

All  submissions can be 
e-mailed to   

lmadelone@gmail.com 
or   

liddlek@ otsego-
county.com and should 
be in text format with 

any pictures or  graphics 
attached. 

 
The deadlines for  
submissions are: 

 
February 6, 2009 
April 3, 2009 
June 17, 2009 
September 18, 2009 
November 24, 2009 
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Thursday, February 5, 2009 
NYSATSB Meeting 10 a.m.  
The Crossings, 580 Albany Shaker Rd. Colonie, NY 
 
Thursday, May 7, 2009 
NYSATSB Meeting 10 a.m.  
The Crossings, 580 Albany Shaker Rd. Colonie, NY 
 

Thursday, August 6, 2009 
NYSATSB Meeting 10 a.m.  
The Crossings, 580 Albany Shaker Rd. Colonie, NY 
 

Monday, October 19, 2009 
NYSATSB Annual Meeting (please note this is an election year) 
 

Thursday, December 3, 2009 
NYSATSB Meeting 10 a.m.  
The Crossings, 580 Albany Shaker Rd. Colonie, NY 
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Lifesavers is the premier national highway safety meeting in the US dedicated to reducing the tragic toll of 
deaths and injuries on our nation’s roadways.  The conference addresses a wide range of safety topics, from 
child passenger safety and occupant protection to roadway and vehicle safety and technology.  It offers the 
latest information on advances in highway safety, highlights successful programs and draws attention to 
emerging safety issues.  Conference attendees come from the public and private sectors and represent many 
career fields: child passenger safety, law enforcement, community traffic programs, emergency medical 
services, public health, injury prevention, federal and state highway safety agencies, prosecutors and 
judges, automove and insurance industry to name a few. 
 
If a member would like to go to Lifesavers and needs financial assistance contact President Karen Liddle at 
liddlek@otsegocounty.com. 
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NYSATSB Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one: [ ] $ 75.00 Individual/ Non-Profit                    [ ] $ 100.00 Corporation 
 

NAME ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE ________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 
AFFILIATION __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY/TOWN __________________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ________________ 
 
PHONE ____________________________________ FAX ______________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Send check or money order to: 

Jean Triest 

NYSATSB 

1436 Altamont Avenue 

PMB 300 

Schenectady, New York 12303 
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